TURN OF THE TIDE

procedure and conferred the right of criticism
"and amendment upon the legislative body with-
out imposing the necessary compensating respons-
ibility, he not only presented his opponents with
a fresh means of attack, but also discouraged his
supporters. It was quite unnecessary to intro-
duce these reforms, for the nation was well
content with the benevolent despotism which
had brought it order, peace, and prosperity ;
it was, however, in pursuance of the programme
of " liberalising" the Empire which he had
mapped out at the opening of his reign. In
1860 he also committed the incredible folly to
which Greville refers.

At Ham, Louis Napoleon had declared himself
a free-trader. In 1856, during the Congress of
Paris, he had approached Lord Clarendon on
the subject of a reciprocal reduction of tariffs, but
had withdrawn his proposals on account of oppo-
sition in the Chamber. In 1859 he opened
negotiations with Cobden, and on the 23rd of
January, 1860, a commercial treaty was con-
cluded between England and France. Both in
his views and his actions Napoleon had therefore
been quite consistent in this matter. Moreover,
by the treaty, he obtained for France valuable
concessions in the reduction of English duties on
wines, silks, and fashion goods, in return for the

opening of French markets to British products,
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